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PRESIDENT’S PEN
DATES TO REMEMBER
Next Monthly
Meeting
September 8 2018
(1st Saturday of Month)
10:00 am
Oak Street Baptist
Church
2018 Texas Quarterly
Meeting
August 11, 2018
10:00 am
Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church
Madisonville, Texas
Texas State NAACP
Convention
October 4-7, 2018
McKinney, Texas
Freedom Fund
Awards Banquet
October 27, 2018
6:00 pm · Meet & Greet
7:00 pm · Banquet
Texarkana Convention
Center
Texas Last Day to
Register to Vote
October 9, 2018
Texas Early Voting
October 22, 2018
Texas Election Day
November 6, 2018
Check Precinct Location

To the Members of the Greater Texarkana Branch
of the NAACP,
It is my honor to serve as the President of the
Greater
Texarkana
Branch.
The
Branch’s
membership has heighten as well as our
community exposure. We continue to meet and
network with other Branches in Northeast Texas;
and we are intensely working to keep the
community inform of who we are and what we do.
However, we must persevere because there is still
a lot to accomplish this year, especially with upcoming elections. We
are calling on members/nonmembers to register and vote. Your vote
counts and matters. The Branch will continue to offer health care,
education and political awareness, as wells as justice for all. I hope
and pray that we continue to persevere and maintain our vision for
this year and that next year will be better. Thank you for your
continued support of the Branch.

Robert A. Jones
President, Greater Texarkana Branch

2018 Freedom Fund Awards Banquet
The Greater Texarkana Branch Annual Freedom Fund Awards
Banquet will be held Saturday, October 27, 2018, at the Texarkana
Convention Center on Cowhorn Creek.



Ticket, $60.00
Reserved Table (8), $500.00

There is much excitement about this year’s Banquet. We are in the
process of confirming a speaker who will be inspiring and
motivating. The Freedom Fund Awards Banquet is the Branch’s
primary fundraiser. We are looking forward to member’s attendance
and support. If you are interested in assisting with ticket/table sells,
and are privy to a business/organization interested in sponsorship,
please contact Branch. We are asking members to encourage their
employer/company to support the Banquet as well as our churches.
Let’s make this year’s banquet the best.

“Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures
the hater more than it injures the hated.” —
Coretta Scott King
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ROSEHILL NEIGHBORHOOD CELEBRATION
The Rosehill Neighborhood Celebration
was held on Saturday, April 21, 2018, at
Texas High Grimm Stadium. The Housing
Authority of Texarkana Texas hosted the
celebration. The Branch thanks and
appreciates the members who assisted/
attended. Special thanks to the Health
Committee for providing free services
(i.e.
glucose
and
blood
pressure
screenings, etc.). It was an awesome
day filled with food, fun, games and
great entertainment.

“Right now, when we're hearing so much disturbing and hateful
rhetoric, it is so important to remember that our diversity has
been - and will always be - our greatest source of strength and
pride here in the United States.” — Michele Obama
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SEEKING AWARDEE NOMINATIONS FOR FREEDOM FUND AWARDS BANQUET

See below categories with descriptions for
awardee nominations to be presented on
Saturday, October 27, 2018, Freedom Fund
Awards Banquet at the Texarkana Convention
Center. Awardees will be notified prior to the
banquet.


Dr. Calvin Rolark
Business and
Economic Award



Mr. John J. Jones, Sr.
Community Service
Award



A. E. Alton/Mott
Mosley Educational
Award



Religious Affairs
Award



Dr. G. W. Thompson
Award



NAACP Special
Achievement Award



Mr. Benjamin Dennis
President Award



Trailblazer Award

This award recognizes the progress of individuals who
understand that without financial freedom our gains in
Civil Rights are marginal at best. There are several
roads one must take to truly be free.
This award represents and individual benevolent
goodwill toward or love of humanity; aid in given to
those in need; providing generosity and helpfulness,
especially toward the underprivileged and/or suffering;
engage in institutional relief of the underprivileged;
and community service.
A. E. Alton/Mott Mosley both were prolific educators
and community leaders in the Texarkana area. They
inspired dreams and helped thousands reach their full
potential.
In their honor, the NAACP recognizes
community leaders who work in the field of education.
This award is designed to recognize a member of the
clergy who demonstrates a passion for fighting for
justice and equality through their ministry. The Civil
Right Movement was successful primarily because of
the courage of our churches.
This award distinguishes those in a profession who
demonstrate a keen sense of community while
providing quality services to our community and those
individuals who are attempting to make a change.
This award acknowledges a member of our community
who has demonstrated leadership, extreme courage,
and/or talents that have benefitted the greater
community.
This award is the most coveted award at the Freedom
Fund Awards Banquet. Honoree’s must exemplify and
live the creed of the NAACP. Each branch president is
responsible for recognizing someone from the
community to bestow this prestigious honor upon.
This award recognizes an innovative individual who
has made their mark in education, the community and
leadership, therefore paving the way for others.
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JUNETEENTH: OUR OTHER INDEPENDENCE DAY
Juneteenth falls on June 19 each year. It is a holiday whose history was hidden for
much of the last century. But as the nation now observes the 150th anniversary of the
Civil War’s onset, it is a holiday worth recognizing. In essence, Juneteenth marks what is
arguably the most significant event in American history after independence itself—the
eradication of American slavery.
For centuries, slavery was the dark stain on America’s soul, the deep contradiction to
the nation’s founding ideals of “Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” and “All men are
created equal.” When Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January
1, 1863, he took a huge step toward erasing that stain. But the full force of his
proclamation would not be realized until June 19, 1865—Juneteenth, as it was called by
slaves in Texas freed that day.
The westernmost of the Confederate states, Texas did not get news of Gen. Robert E.
Lee’s surrender at Appomatox that April until two months after the fact. But they heard
once Union Gen. Gordon Granger, a New Yorker and West Point graduate with a
distinguished wartime service record, arrived in Galveston Bay with more than 2,000
Union troops. It was on June 19 that he publicly read General Order No. 3, which began:
“The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from the
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.”
In amazement and disbelief, the 250,000 former slaves in Texas learned that they had
been freed by the Emancipation Proclamation, which could not be enforced until the war
was over. (It applied only to the states “in rebellion” at the time it was issued.) Shocked,
disoriented, most likely fearful of an uncertain future in which they could do as they
pleased, the liberated slaves of Texas celebrated. Their moment of jubilee was
spontaneous and ecstatic, and began a tradition of marking freedom on Juneteenth.
Before emancipation, America’s slaves and anyone else who prized equality, freedom
and liberty knew that the Declaration of Independence only meant equality, freedom, and
liberty for some. “What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?” Frederick Douglass,
the abolitionist and escaped slave, asked in his Independence Day oration in 1852. “I
answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice
and cruelty to which he is constant victim.”
This year, let’s remember Juneteenth, the holiday that doesn’t mark a document, a
battle, a birthday or a national tragedy, but the fundamental promise of America being
more completely realized—the day on which Thomas Jefferson’s rousing rhetoric finally
rang true throughout America, for all Americans.
Excerpt from www.smithsonian.com, June 15, 2011, by Kenneth C. Davis.

HOW TO FILE A GRIEVANCE WITH THE BRANCH
Please contact Rev. Anthony Stevenson, legal redress chair,
at (870) 774-1711 or bigsergeant703@gmail.com, to obtain a
Grievance/Complaint form. The form must be completed. In
addition, the form is accessible via the Branch’s website
(www.texarkananaacp.org). Completing this form does not
constitute an official complaint with a legal authority. At this
time, the Branch/NAACP is only seeking information to assist
you concerning your grievance/complaint.
The Legal Redress Committee shall: (1) investigate all cases
reported to it; (2) supervise all litigation in which the branch
is interested and; (3) keep the national office and the branch
informed on the progress of every case. It shall not give legal advice.
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